Key Events Summer 1215 – Spring 1216

Summer 1215  King John signs Magna Carta at Runnymede. Twenty Four Barons and the Mayor of London become the 25, a provisional government. They rule the East, North and area around Blackthorn. Every Covenant of the Tribunal is now in lands administered by the Twenty Five.

Traditionally when a rebellion against the King is staged a rival member of the Royal family is put forward, but as the King’s sons are all children the only suitable candidate is Prince Louis of France, and noone really wants a French king ruling England.  The King of France, Phillipe-Augustus, dare not invade because he knows if he does the Pope will excommunicate him and France will be attacked by the Holy Roman Empire again.

The 25 set about destroying the King’s privileges and abusing his officials…

Autumn 1215 The situation worsens. John dismisses his mercenaries and appears to agree to the demands of the 25; he is no longer really in control.  He appeals to Pope Innocent for assistance and Innocent declares his enemies excommunicate: he also preaches a Crusade in support of John, as John is unable to fulfil his vow to go on crusade owing to the Rebellion.  Noone responds however!

Stephen Langton goes to Rome to try and persuade the Pope to support the Twenty Five, and to attend the Fourth Lateran Council of the Church… On November 4th the Pope declares that the King is just and threatens any who oppose him again, so Stephen backs down and the Church ceases to support the 25.  Stephen is suspended as Archbishop by the Pope.  

Phillipe sends a present of siege engines to the 25. In October the barons march from their capital, London, to attack the King’s forces  in Kent. The King fled from Canterbury to Dover (he was trying to control the Cinque Ports to prevent a French invasion) but the Baron’s army  was misinformed and believe John had a huge army, so they turned and fled back to London, leaving a garrison in Rochester to observe the King’s troop’s movements.

John immediately lay siege to Rochester Castle, and captured it. He wanted to kill all the garrison but his mercenaries refused to commit the atrocity; they wanted no part in an act which would lead to a ‘no surrender, take no prisoners’ war. Realising how brutal John would be if he won many more nobles joined the Baron’s army…

Winter 1215 On January 7th 240 French knights arrived and joined the Baron’s army, with supporting foot troops. They were purportedly individuals volunteering to fight against John not an ‘official’ French intervention. France declared itself formally neutral to avoid the censure of the Pope.  The arrival of the French however dismays some of the Baron’s supporters, who leave to join the King. 

The King’s armies are ably marshalled by his old friend Hubert de Burgh, and john sets off with an army to raid the North of England, even invading Scotland which is also hostile and reaching Dunbar before returning home. The Covenant of Castle Burnham was attacked by a section of the King’s forces, but a great mist sprung up and the attackers fled in terror claiming that ghosts and horrors had come at them through the mist. Burnham denies intervening in the matter, claiming it was a natural mist!

Meanwhile the King’s friend Savaric de Mauleon raised an army in Essex, and marched to Bury, torturing and killing all dissenters and enemies of the King. Bury welcomed him and was spared destruction, and at the end of March he arrived in Ely, having robbed, killed and ravaged all in his path. Ely again greeted him and professed loyalty to the King, and his men set about murdering all they suspected of disloyalty and stealing everything of value. They have mounted piratical raids on Littleport and are sending raiding parties in to the Fens, with barges stolen from the locals. It is said they do not differentiate between the King’s friends and his real enemies, but merely use the war as an excuse to take what they want…

This is the situation at the beginning of today’s story: there is a huge hostile army about 15 miles away, a strange echo of the situation that spelt the end of Natura Antiqua seventy years ago…

