Dr. Eleanor Abigail Winters, of the Society for Psychical Research and Medical Doctor.

Eleanor Abigail Winters was born at Woodchester, Gloucestershire in 1890, in to polite upper middle class society.  A gifted child, she excelled at learning, and in 1908 entered Cambridge University.  She was the 42nd woman in British History to qualify as  a general practitioner, having taken her diploma  in medicine, and had she not been a woman she would doubtless have continued to further studies and a fellowship.  As it is she is currently employed as doctor to Holloway Women’s Prison, London, where she is the prison doctor, and where she has instituted a series of social, moral and hygienic reforms.  A superb scientist, fine musician, and talented artist she is regarded as a bluestocking by many of her contemporaries, a fact not helped by her pre-war membership of the ‘neo-pagans’, Rupert Brookes ‘advanced’ set at Cambridge, a social group who delighted in mocking conventional behaviour.  More than a little in love with Rupert, his death from septicaemia while on a troop ship in the Aegean made her for the first time consider the question of life after death, and she attended several seances held by one Agnes Hutchiss, and East End washerwoman  who was at that time one of London’s most fashionable mediums.  Sitting under an assumed name, the woman was hopelessly wrong – it became clear to you she was a total fraud, and you still bear her a grudge to this day.   

Just in case you have never heard of him, a little about Rupert Brooke - Rupert Brooke was born into a well-to-do, academic family; his father was a housemaster at Rugby School, where Rupert was educated before going on to King's College, Cambridge. He was a good student and athlete, and--in part because of his strikingly handsome looks--a popular young man who eventually numbered among his friends E. M. Forster, Maynard Keynes, Virginia Woolf, and Edward Thomas. Even as a student he was familiar in literary circles and came to know many important political, literary and social figures before the war. 

Brooke actually saw little combat during the war; he contracted blood-poisoning from a small neglected injury and died in April, 1915, in the Aegean. Brooke's reputation, aside from the myth of the fallen "golden warrior" that his friends set about creating almost immediately after his death, rests on the five war sonnets of 1914.  

You still long for a communication from Rupert, although many of your friends have hinted that he and Forster were lovers, you still believe there was an unspoken passion between you.  However after the disappointment with Agnes Hutchiss, you visited many more mediums.  Those who knew who you were often mentioned Brooke: but if you went under a pseudonym, then you never received verification or any kind of evidence.  Joining the Society for Psychical Research after Hereward Carrington, a member, unmasked Agnes Hutchiss, you have nothing but contempt for those who make money out of the misery of others...

You have swiftly become a real power in the society; in fact it is very likely that you will soon be elected to it’s governing council, and your increasingly hardening scepticism will change the way the society operates.  Already you have lost faith in God, and certainly in mediumship: you want the SPR to become a force for rationalism, and to help the courts prosecute Fraudulent Mediums – the problem is there is no legislation in place to do this.

You admire and respect the SPR for their intelligence, hard work and clear sightedness, but you are have nothing but contempt for the SPR’s chief critic, notorious ghosthunter Harry James.  This self publicist is a bore, show off and has put back serious psychical research twenty years with his sensationalist books and ridiculous antics.  He hates the SPR with a passion, and never ceases to mock the society.  You hold him in utter contempt, and would gladly strike him, were you not so well bred.
His books are:-

His investigation of Binham Priory in Norfolk, and the subsequent book, The Most Haunted Place In the World? (1901) set the tone for all that was to come. According to Harry he discovered a terrifying story of ancient black magic in the ruins of a humble Norfolk Priory, and in his subsequent investigations was forced to confront almost three dozen different spooks before finally managing with the aid of a well known, but recently deceased Anglican clergyman, to defeat the forces of darkness. Sensationally it told the story of how Sir Robert Fitzwalter, one of the major instigators of the Magna Carta, had installed a Prior Thomas at Binham in Norfolk, how the monks rebelled after finding Thomas was conjuring demons, how Fitzwalter then attacked the place with his knights and how a handful of monks aided by God withheld the assault and siege for three weeks until King John swore ‘By God’s feet, either Fitzwalter is King of England or I am’ and marched to life the siege.  This is all historical fact. Where it becomes more debatable is where the Reverend Oswald Green and Harry uncover the remains of the crypt where black magic was practiced, and find it in use again, solve a series of horrible murders, and confront the satanic coven which is ultimately destroyed by exorcisms and the subsequent dragging of the whole coven in to hell by the demons departing.  Unfortunately then for three days the good Reverend and Harry were trapped in the ruins by a whole host of malignant spooks, which they slowly overcame by cunning, prayer and sheer bravery.  That’s what the book says. It is appalling tosh.
His next book, The Cross Correspondences (1905) is a classic piece of psychical research. It is also the book which finished him with the Society for Psychical Research, for Harry makes a number of unflattering remarks about the founders, based on automatic scripts in the societies possession which he accessed without permission, and a number of unflattering descriptions of contemporary members. .  

In 1907 he moved on to investigating mediumship, and spent a happy two years stripping young ladies naked, tying them to chairs and performing intimate body searches in the interests of psychical research. (Normal procedure for the investigations of the time!)  Oddly enough there seemed to be plenty of young women only too happy to be tested under these conditions, and several appeared to generate genuine psychic phenomena. It was this period of his life which Harry chronicles in his third book, Mediums – the Truth Exposed! Many people claimed it sold more for the many semi-pornographic plates and the lurid accounts of  the sex lives of prominent mediums than it did for psychical research reasons, and then just after it was published East End medium Agnes Hutchiss, declared utterly genuine and totally beyond a shadow of a doubt the genuine article by Harry, was caught in blatant and undeniable fraud by Carrington of the SPR.  Sales of the book remained steady, but Harry was briefly embarrassed in to silence.

If there is one word which describes Harry however, it is irrepressible. He bounced back, and in 1913 published Natalie, a book which caused a huge storm of interest and then controversy.  If published as a novel it would have been hailed a masterpiece, but Harry insisted it was not fiction but fact, but whatever the truth is that it demonstrates Harry to a novelist of rare talent, far better than M.R.James and arguably Henry James.  

 Natalie begins with an ordinary middle class family in North London becoming aware of a ghostly presence in their house. Slowly the tension mounts, as more and more inexplicable events put a strain on the family.  Then things become positively frightening, and the maid vanishes in mysterious circumstances. The family calls in the police, and then a number of ‘experts’ on the paranormal, all of whom are given pseudonyms but many of whom are reminiscent of well known figures in psychical research, though Harry is at pains in the Introduction to say that none of them were actually members of the SPR, who the family avoided contacting owing to it’s ‘pomposity, stupidity and reputation for arrogance’.    These individuals actually manage to make matters worse, and soon there is a full blown poltergeist haunting the property. After a pool of blood drips from the ceiling and then vanishes and the frantic cries of the maid are heard the family moves out, and Harry, alone and utterly unafraid moves in.  There then follows a fascinating period of scientific research, which culminates in Harry discovering documents that show that two adult ghosts are still haunting the place where they tortured their ward, a young French girl called Natalie to death. An unnamed Priest is called, there is an explosive exorcism scene and finally the vengeful spirits depart, whereupon there is a tender scene as Natalie’s spirit is laid to rest, reminiscent of the end of Oscar Wilde’s The Canterville Ghost.

This book was published to rave reviews and the SPR had to take it seriously, not least because it actually contained several good ideas for investigations of haunted properties. The best line of attack was to claim that the events did not occur as described, but Harry has steadfastly refused to name any of the people involved, citing confidentiality. It is just plausible enough however to have made Harry’s name a household word.

Christmas 1915   ‘Talking with Angels’ .  The central event; during the retreat from Mons a young English Lieutenant, Thomas Hugginson and a force of about thirty men were cut off by the overwhelming tide of the German advance.   Hugginson called upon St. George, and God responded by sensing a force of Bowmen and Angels who shot down the Germans in their thousands.  Hugginson’s account of that day was published at the time, and despite later attempts by the SPR to claim that the whole thing was a myth based on a short story by the author of uncanny fiction Arthur Machen, you were able to find plenty of people with reliable testimony about loved ones serving at the front who had actually seen the Angels.  
However having reviewed the evidence, you have uncovered two facts – Hugginson is the only witness who has ever given a first hand account, and who was in the correct area at the correct time, and that Hugginson has mentioned to friends that while he sticks by his story, he never spoke to Price, as Price claims in his book.  You believe Price may be present tonight, as he is friends with the Baroness.

So why are you attending a seance?   You have only been invited at the last moment, and have been told the whole thing is very hush hush, and the Baroness has intimated it has something to do with the German Zeppelin crash on Salisbury Plain.  Despite yourself you like the Baroness , and know quite a bit about her, and as she is your host tonight I will just go over it here...

She is from one of Kent’s finest families, and a decade ago renowned as the greatest society beauty and most sparkling debutante, now happily engaged to be married to Col. H. J. Derbyshire, commander of the Wiltshire Regt and MP for Salisbury. She is 35 years of age, and has always moved in prominent circles, and is an official lady in waiting to the Queen.  She is Lady Baroness Rochester, and her pedigree dates back to the Norman Conquest. A devout High Anglican (ie. With Catholic tendencies) she is intelligent, witty and charming, though her looks have faded with the years. She is well known as a member of the Society for Psychical Research and as a medium

Could she be a genuine medium?  Can she help you contact Rupert Brooke?

You no longer dare hope, but you will attend tonights seance, and see what transpires...

About the SPR

e Society For Psychical Research
The Society was founded in 1882 and it's members were drawn from the educated elite of British Society. Prime minister Gladstone once remarked that the work of the SPR was "probably the most important research being carried out anywhere in the world at the present time", and membership elevates ones battle against the forces of darkness from eccentricity to acceptable academic research.

History
The SPR was founded in 1882 by some of the best known thinkers of the Victorian age, and was from the beginning scientific, rationalist and sceptical (in an open minded sense). It still exists and actively researches today.

Membership
Membership of the SPR in this period required a certain respectability. Mrs Sidwick a society matiach of very determined conservative beliefs dominated the society, but charladies and greengrocers could and did become members rubbing shoulders with the elite of Britain. The most famous President was lord Balfour (1904) who was at the time also Prime Minister of Britain!

Publications

Members recieved the quarterly Journal of the SPR in which reports of mediumistic experiments, exposures of frauds, research into Dream, Hypnotism and Thought Transference as well as accounts of investigated hauntings and readers own experiences were published, although often with pseudonymns to protect the innocent. All reports were of a highly academic style, and the research often puts the police and criminal investigations of the time to shame with their thoroughness and examinations of all possibilities. The conventional Occult and the doings of Crowley and the Golden Dawn were not an area of interest. The emphasis on this period was still on investigations of mediums.

As well as the Journal the SPR also produced an irregular volume of "Proceedings". These cost eight shillings / $2.50 and are longer, even more technical, reports on aspects of psychical research. A complete list of Proceedings of the 1890-1900 is included below for your amusement and to give you the feel of the organisation, but is unecessary for the game so don't bother to plough through it all!!! Based in Tavistock Square in London, with a library of over 4,000 volumes covering all aspects of the occult and psychical research this has to be a major resource for all British investigations.

A Ridicolously Brief History of Psychical Research
1860 The Ghost Club founded at Cambridge University, England. It's members meet to tell stories and to investigate hauntings. The Club exists to the present day as a Gentleman's society, membership by invitation only.

1882 The Society for Psychical Research founded in London. The SPR begins intensive investigation of hypnotism, haunted houses, astral projection, mediumship and other phenomena.

1884 The American Society for Psychical Research founded in Boston, Mass.

1889 Financial difficulties force the ASPR to become a local branch of the London SPR.

1906 The ASPR reestablishes itself as an independent psychical research society, based in New York.

1909-1910 Eusapia Palladino, internationally famous medium visits U.S and gives 31 seances. She is found cheating and the trip proves a dismal failure.

Some Proceedings of the SPR 1890 - 1900
Part XV
Evidence in Psychical Research; The Census of Hallucinations
(Prof. Sidgwick); Apparitions Occurring One Year after Death (FWH Myers); Experiments in Hypnotism and Clairvoyance (Prof Richet); Multiple Personality Cases (T Barkworth); Experiments with Medium D.D.Home (W. Crookes, FRS).

Part XVI
Phantasms of the Dead - a debate between F. Podmore (con)
and FWH Myers (pro); Miss X's psychic experiences; Clairvoyance; Statistics and analysis ESP results (Lt.-Col.Taylor).

Part XVII
More on The Census of Hallucinations (Prof Sidgwick); Experiments with
Mrs Piper, Medium (Prof O. Lodge,FRS, W Leaf, LittD, Prof William James and FWH Myers.)


1891 

Part XVIII
Thought Transference Experiments (Baron Von Shrenck-Notzing,MD);
Automatic Writing Experiments (T. Barkworth);Clairvoyance Evaluated (Mrs Sidgwick); Visions of the Virgin Mary in Dordogne, France (L. Marillier)

Part XIX
Poltergeist phenomena (FWH Myers); Clairvoyance (Dr Backman); A
Multiple Personality Case - Ansel Bourne (R. Hodgson); Spirit Photography (Mrs Sidgwick)

Part XX
Subliminal Consciousness (FWH Myers); Thought Transference (O. Lodge,
FRS); Poltergeist Phenomena (FWH Myers).

1892

Part XXI
A Study of Mrs Pipers Mediumship (R.Hodgson,LLD)

Part XXII
Continued Knowledge by the Dead (FWH Myers); Conjuring Tricks Used by
False Psychics (R Hodgson,LLD); The Cheltenham Ghost - report by occupant (R.Despard under pseudonym Rose Morton); Subliminal Consciousness and Dreams (FWH Myers)

Part XXIII
The Nature of Time in Dreams (M. Delboeuf); Thought Transference (Dr
Blair-Thaw, Mrs Sidgwick and Miss A. Johnson); Induced Hallucinations (FWH Myers).

1893

Part XXIV
Hysteria (FWH Myers); Theosophy (R Hodgson); Faith Healing, Psychosomatic
Cures and Lourdes (Dr A. & FWH Myers).

Part XXV
Partial Anaesthesia (Prof. Ramsay); Indian magic critically examined
in light of conjuring tricks (R Hodgson).

1894

Part XXVI

Theory of analysing source of "Spirit" messages under experimental
conditions (Prof O. Lodge, FRS); Presidential Address by Arthur Balfour, MP (and soon to be Prime Minister of U.K.); Further Report on the Census of Hallucinations.

1895

Part XXVII

Alcoholism and Hypnotism (Dr.Dill, MA); Sources of "Spirit" Commun
ications (Miss X); Experiments in Thought Transference (H.Rawson)

Part XVIII

Experiments in Mediumship (Mrs Verall); The Voices of Joan of Arc
(Andrew Lang); Discussion of Myers theory of Mind (A Pierce and F.Podmore)

Part XXIX

Paranormal and Time; Retrocognition; Precognition (FWH Myers).

1896

Part XXX

Presidential address (Prof William James); Subconscious Reasoning
(W. Romaine-Newbold); Poltergeists (F Podmore); Glossary of Psychic Research (FWH Myers).

Part XXXI
Involuntary Whispering in ESP Tests (Prof.H Sidwick); A Case of Speaking
in Tongues (Albert Le Baron); Hypnotism (Dr Bramwell).

1897

Part XXXII
On the Divining Rod (Prof. Barrett)

Part XXXIII
A Study of the Mediumship of Mrs Piper (R Hodgson).

1898

Part XXXIV
Reports on Mrs Piper's mediumship (various); Lectures given to British
Medical Association on Hypnotism (Dr. Bramwell).

1899

Part XXXV
Coincidences (Miss A. Johnson); Ghosts in West Africa (Mary Kingsley); Study
of Visions (FWH Myers).

1900

Part XXXVI
Fire Walking (Andrew Lang); Mrs Piper's Mediumship (Mrs Sidwick,
Andrew Lang); Philosophical Reflections on Afterlife (FCS Schiller).

Part XXXVII
Presidential Address (FWH Myers)

Part XXXVIII
Dowsing (Prof Barrett); Pseudo-Possession (FWH Myers)

Part XXXIX
In Memory of H. Sidwick (FWH Myers)

Part XL
A Case of Multiple Personality - the Misses Beauchamps (Dr Morton-Prince)
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